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Dr. Jeremy Mould


National Optical Astronomy Observatory


Tucson AZ 85726-6723


July 15, 2004





Dear Jeremy,





With this letter we, the Dark Energy Survey Collaboration, submit our proposal to build an instrument for the Blanco telescope in partnership with NOAO. It may be obtained from � HYPERLINK "http://decam.fnal.gov/NOAO04" ��http://decam.fnal.gov/NOAO04� . It describes our science program to explore dark energy and the science and technical requirements that we need to meet in order to carry out our proposed program. The Reference Design of the Survey Instrument and our Data Management system are presented in detail, including our plans for creating an archive of the processed data and galaxy catalogs and then distributing it to the public.  The proposal also contains the project management plan that will guide our efforts during the construction and commissioning of the instrument and the creation of the computing system for data processing and archiving. On the basis of our proposed funding profile we plan to have a fully commissioned instrument and data processing system by June of 2009. In exchange for creating the instrument and data management systems, we request 30% of the observing time on the Blanco between the summer of 2009 and the summer of 2014, concentrated during the period from October to February when the area of sky we are interested in is available.  








Sincerely








John Peoples


Project Director





cc  Alistair Walker
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