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Dear Mike,





We thank you for your letter of February 13, 2004 in which you gave us permission to sign a letter to NOAO that states the intention of the Dark Energy Survey Collaboration to respond to their recent Announcement of Opportunity. We have enclosed a draft copy of the Letter of Intent that we plan to send on March 12. In the Letter, we state that we wish to submit a proposal in which we partner with NOAO to build a major new instrument for the 4-meter Blanco Telescope on Cerro Tololo and use it to perform a wide-area survey aimed at constraining dark energy.





We are very grateful for the support that we have received from the Fermilab technical staff. Their help has been critical in creating the Reference Design for the Dark Energy Camera. Our proposal to Fermilab, which accompanies this letter, describes the powerful science that we can perform with the Camera, and how it can be built at Fermilab with the help of our collaborators. We also provide a preliminary estimate for the costs and labor resources needed for the project. We believe that we can build a superb instrument that will allow us to carry out an important dark energy science program.





We include letters of support from the University of Illinois that express their excitement to participate in the Dark Energy Survey. Our collaboration with the University of Illinois and the University of Chicago is strengthened by our new collaborators from LBNL and CTIO. We note that our collaborators have begun to commit precious resources to our project and thus Fermilab will not be alone in shouldering the burden of the cost.





Dark energy is the dominant constituent of the universe and yet we understand very little about it. We are excited about building the Dark Energy Camera and performing the Survey, which will make substantial progress on measuring the effects of dark energy on the cosmic expansion. The collaboration has the capabilities needed to accomplish the project, and we believe that Fermilab is in position to take a leading role in this significant and exciting project. 








Sincerely yours, 














Jim Annis and Brenna Flaugher 


For the Dark Energy Survey Collaboration


